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Alfred Hitchcock Annotated Bibliography Sample 

 

Crowther, B. (1960, June 17). Hitchcock's Psycho bows at two houses. The New York 
Times[New York], p. 29. Retrieved from 
https://the.hitchcock.zone/wiki/New_York_Times_(17/Jun/1960)_-
_Hitchcock%27s_%27Psycho%27_Bows_at_2_Houses 
  

New York Times wrote an article that gave a really good example of what movie 
critics first thought of Psycho Alfred Hitchcock’s most famous film. It shows that 
viewers were shocked by Hitchcock’s new film and weren’t sure what to think. 
Crowther states “There is not an abundance of subtlety or lately familiar 
Hitchcock bent toward significant and colorful scenery in this obviously low-
budget job”. Bosley’s quote shows that at first Alfred Hitchcock got bad reviews 
and people didn’t always understand his movies or enjoy them. He not only chose 
to make his movies in black and white when there was color, which made people 
think the movies were dull, but he had no mercy on the viewers. I will incorporate 
this review in to my project as proof that there was controversy at first and use it 
as part of my opposing viewpoints tab. This review definitely lets me see what the 
public first thought of the up and coming director Alfred Hitchcock. 
 

 
Flint, P. (1980, April 30). Alfred Hitchcock dies: A master of suspense. The New York 
Times[New York], p. A1. ProQuest Historical Newspapers. Web. 13 Feb 2013. 

 
This source, published at the time of Hitchcock’s death, offers a helpful overview 
of his life and career. I used the source to establish key aspects of his influence, 
and therefore of his status as an “auteur.” In particular, I note in my revised 
review of Rebecca that Hitchcock wrote the technical entry on film making for the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, and therefore literally wrote the book on film. I also use 
Flint’s description of his elaborate pre-planning of specific scenes to add detail to 
Giannetti’s discussion of Hitchcock’s storyboarding. Overall, this article was 
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helpful in terms of adding depth to my analysis, and since it is from one of the 
most widely published newspapers in the United States, it offers trustworthy 
information on how Hitchcock was seen at the time of his death. 

 
 
Hitchcock, A. (2010, August 27). Hitchcock demonstrates montage. Retrieved from 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ruoPT9JeYHA 
 

After watching this video I start to think about what is the movie editing and 
what is montage. It is interesting for me because it brings a new point to me that 
using montage to edit movie is like making a high density of time. Making movie 
is exactly like using time as bricks to build a structure. 
 

 
Hitchcock, A. (2014, November 11). Sight and sound (1937) - my own methods - Alfred 
Hitchcock. Retrieved March 14, 2019, from 
http://the.hitchcock.zone/wiki/Sight_and_Sound_%281937%29_-
_My_Own_Methods 
  

Alfred Hitchcock wrote his own journal article about how he views his methods. 
He starts off with stating that directors do not have all the work and explaining 
how he forms his movies by going on the set with only a hazy idea of the complete 
film and builds on it as the takes progress. Later in this article he explains how 
the camera positions and shots need to be perfect so they draw the viewer into 
the film as if you were in it. The most important part of this journal is Hitchcock 
explains why he has only done horror and suspense films. Hitchcock states that 
he believes that there is a shortage of great film writers so he has to write his own 
films. His journal will help me write a tab or sub tab on Alfred’s methods and 
inner thoughts while he was making films. This source helped me get much more 
information on how Hitchcock sees his own methods and how he views the film 
industry. 
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Moog, K. (1999, December/January). Alfred Hitchcock: Master of paradox. Senses of 
Cinema, 12(15), 34-45. 

< http://archive.sensesofcinema.com/contents/directors/05/hitchcock.html>.  
 
 This internet article gives an overall view of Hitchcock’s life, achievements, and 
films.  It includes pictures from production and is actually based off a magazine 
which is now defunct.  This article is very long and is compiled using a number of 
different sources. I love how it paints Hitchcock from various viewpoints and 
peoples (cast, crew, audiences).   
 

 
Napier, J. (2011, December 7). Top five directors influenced by Hitchcock: Alfred 
Hitchcock biopic moving forward. Retrieved from 
http://geektyrant.com/news/2011/12/7/top-five-directors-influenced-by-hitchcock-
alfred-hitchcock.html 
 

Hitchcock’s new filming techniques influenced directors and producers of all 
movie genres. This article by geektyrant.com discusses a few directors and their 
uses of Alfred’s techniques. Of the list included directors such as Steven 
Spielberg, David Lynch, and David Fincher, all who had used filming techniques 
or the similar storylines as the ones used by Hitchcock. After reading this source, 
I now understand why Alfred had such a big impact on the cinematic world. In 
our project, this could be used to prove our point that Hitchcock influenced 
directors with his unique plots and filming methods. 

 
 
Nichols, P. M. (1991, April 24). Braving the risky business of redoing Hitchcock. The 
New York Times [New York], p. C18. 
 

This article is about how difficult it is to remake a Hitchcock film, as few can 
mimic Hitchcock’s style.  The article even mentions that even Hitchcock failed to 
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remake his The Man Who Knew Too Much with success.  It also discusses a 
television remake of Hitchcock’s Shadow of a Doubt, and how Patricia Hitchcock, 
Alfred Hitchcock’s daughter, (62 at the time) was notified about the remake.   
 

 
Spoto, D. (1999). The dark side of genius: The life of Alfred Hitchcock. Boston, MA: Da 
Capo Press. 

 
Spoto’s biography chronicles the life and times of the enigmatic film director 
Alfred Hitchcock right from his birth in 1899 to his unfortunate death in 
1980.  Spoto includes specific details about Hitchcock, like his difficult childhood 
and his domineering mother.  Spoto also comments on Hitchcock’s various likes 
and dislikes, and the themes he primarily used in his movies.  In addition, Spoto 
writes about all of Hitchcock’s movies, and includes photographs of Hitchcock 
directing his movies.  Spoto’s extensive biography shows readers the life of the 
great thriller film director and the obstacles he faced.  It shows Hitchcock’s 
humble beginnings and how his life vastly changed from his childhood.  And it 
shows how his films shaped the film industry as a whole.  

 
 
Sullivan, J. (2006). Hitchcock's Music. New Haven, CT: Yale University Press. 
 

For half a century Alfred Hitchcock created films full of gripping and memorable 
music. Over his long career he presided over more musical styles than any 
director in history and ultimately changed how we think about film music. This 
book explores the impact the music (and even sound design) can have on cinema, 
and it asks the question, “Is Hitchcock the true pioneer of the soundtrack of 
film?” 
 

 
Truffaut, F., & Bergan, R. (2008). François Truffaut: Interviews Hitchcock. Biloxi, MS: 
Univ. Press of Mississippi. 
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In 1962 Francois Truffaut carried out a 12 hour interview with Alfred Hitchcock 
about his life story. They talked about how Hitchcock had a bad childhood, and 
how his parents would lock him up and/or beat him, which may have led to him 
making horror/ suspense films. Hitchcock also explained how he knew he wasn’t 
loved by the public and that most people didn’t know how to react to his films. It 
was interesting to hear how he didn’t care what people thought of his movies at 
first and kept on making them with his own methods. Alfred Hitchcock explained 
to Truffaut that when shooting the shower murder scene in Psycho he had to do it 
in slow motion so the scene would have the right suspense aspect and not show 
the actresses body. This interview gave a very informative time line of his 
life and how Alfred Hitchcock sees his own life. I will use the time line in my 
project as biographical context on his life.  

 


